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WHSA NEWSLETTER 

WHSA PATRON - Capt. Barrie M Newman RFD, ED (Retd)  
 

Volume 34 Edition 6                                                __                       November  - December 2022  

About the Cover 

“the time will come when the arid plains and the burning hillsides of Central Australia, will produce a horse that will be fa-

mous all over the world, and perhaps surpass even the Arab of the desert."  

E.M. Curr, a chief inspector of stock in the colony of Victoria of the last century. 

Clayton Auric (Part Waler) ridden by Hannah Mantle, and Clayton Lily (WX1135) ridden by Alicia. Images 
are by Amelia Bridgehouse. 
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Contact Us 

To ensure your membership details are correct at all times, please forward any changes to the  
Secretary stating your name and/or contact details to mail@walerhorse.com  

or phone 0408 527 005 

POSITION NAME PHONE EMAIL 

President Grantley Chaplin  0419 678 125 grchaplin@gmail.com 

Vice President Donna Whish-Wilson   donnaww6@bigpond.com 

Treasurer Lucy Henderson 0402 278 126 lucyhendersonwhsa@gmail.com  

Secretary Joanne Russell 0408 527 005 mail@walerhorse.com 

Assistant Secretary Alicia Quaife 0439 885 912 stonefieldwalers@gmx.com 

Ordinary Committee Member Tina Marie-Bethel  tmjt1@hotmail.com 

Ordinary Committee Member Jason Hunter  jason.hunter1@bigpond.com 

Ordinary Committee Member Teresa Tidball  sukieblur@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE APPOINTED POSITIONS – EOI WELCOME for all Positions for 2020-21 

Web Manager Sarah Playford 0405 770 633  nippadooley@live.com 

Studbook Keeper Donna Whish-Wilson  studbook@walerhorse.com 

Newsletter Editor Shannon Robertson 0421 700 678 shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com 

QLD State Coordinator EOI Welcome    

NSW State Coordinator Teresa Tidball 0430 406 874  sukieblur@hotmail.com 

VIC State Coordinator Jacinta Watts  jacintawatts1981@gmail.com  

TAS State Coordinator Chelsea McIntyre  chelseamcintyre99@gmail.com 

SA State Coordinator EOI Welcome    

WA State Coordinator Michelle Priestly 0427 998 976  michelle.priestley@dpird.wa.gov.au 

NT State Coordinator EOI Welcome    

High Point Award Scorer Teresa Tidball 0430 406 874  sukieblur@hotmail.com 

Merchandise Officer Lucy Henderson 0402 278 126 lucyhendersonwhsa@gmail.com  

Email the committee: mail@walerhorse.com Website: www.walerhorse.com  
or post to:  

WHSA Secretary, PO Box 704 Tamworth NSW 2340. 

2022 WHSA Events Calendar 

Please contact your State Coordinator for more information.   

 

 
  

EVENT DATE STATE 

Maitland Show 2023 17th-19th Feb  NSW 

NSW State Waler Championship 2023 26th March NSW 

WHSA National Waler Championships Online 2023 31st March Online 

Warren Ag. Show 2023 3rd June NSW 

Please email any upcoming events in your state for Walers 
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Newsletter Deadlines 

  ISSUE                                                                                    Submission of Copy Deadline:                                                                        

Vol 35(1) January - February 2023 February 28 2023 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Please keep the submission date in mind and ensure your submissions are sent to the News-
letter Editor at: 
shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com  
or  
mail@walerhorse.com as soon as you think of doing it.  Especially welcome are items 
about the following: 

♦ Walers for sale 

♦ Stallions at Stud for the 2023 breeding season 

♦ Personal Waler stories - what are you doing with your Waler 
♦ Showing results 

♦ New Foals 

Contact Us & Calendar 2 

Contents and Newsletter Deadlines 3 

Editorial Report 4 

Presidents Report and Treasurers Report 5 

Secretary's Report 6 

Studbook Keepers Report 7-8 

VALE: Talara Jamieson 10-11 

Special Feature: NSW State Waler Championships Show 2023 14 

State Coordinator Reports - VIC, WA, 15-19 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting minutes 20-25 

Membership Application Form 26 

Special Feature: Equitana by Jason Hunter 12-13 

Registration Fees 9 
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Editorial 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shy Lil’ Zeus (W1084), owned by Shannon 

Robertson, proving boys can wear pink. 

REMINDER: 

High Point Score Cards to be sub-

mitted via email by the 4th of Feb-

ruary, 2023 to 

highpoint@walerhorse.com 

Hi all, these last couple months have been pretty 

quiet with the build-up to Christmas. Wishing that 

everyone has a safe and enjoyable time during the 

holidays.  

 

Don’t forget to send us more pictures of any addi-

tional foals born this season, we love seeing the fu-

ture WHSA horses. Please feel free to contact me 

with Waler stories, experiences, or even horse tips 

that you’d like to share in the newsletter. We all en-

joy learning a bit about our Walers and the stories of 

our members. 

 

Please don’t forget to send our state coordinators 

updates, events, and achievements to share in the 

newsletter and with the Waler community.  

 

If any Walers are for sale, and registered with the 

WHSA, feel free to email me their info to include in 

the next newsletter. We are happy to advertise free 

of charge in our newsletter.  

 

Best wishes,  

Shannon Robertson 

WHSA Newsletter Editor  
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President’s Report  
By Grantley Chaplin 
 
 
So, the 2022 AGM has been and gone and we have a new WHSA Committee for 2022-2023 with some new 
faces which is always a good thing so that other members can get an understanding and experience in the 
running of the WHSA. This of course involves numerous routine tasks but the society also faces some signif-
icant challenges that require the Committee members to put on their thinking caps so as to develop the strate-
gies to meet those challenges. At the core, these challenges all relate fundamentally to the preservation of the 
Waler horse breed – Australia’s Own. This importantly means more than just sustainability of the breed; it 
also means growth and development of the breed. This requires increased breeding of quality Waler horses 
on the one hand, but also aggressive marketing and promotion of the breed. We can breed them but we also 
need to sell them. 
 

So members, not all of you can be Waler breeders, but there are other things you can do: you can be periodic 
purchasers of Walers horses; you can attend and compete with your Waler(s) in regional shows; you can tell 
others about Waler horses and so on. So this simply means that it is the entire WHSA membership and not 
just the Committee of the Day which holds the future of the Australian Waler horse. 
 

I want to remind you all to check your membership as many will expire on 31 December. And finally, I want 

to wish you all belated Christmas greetings and a productive and successful 2023 in all your endeavours. 

 

Regards, 
Grantly Chaplin 

WHSA President 
 

 

 

 

--------o0o-------- 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
By Lucy Henderson 

 

To my fellow Waler lovers, 

 

The past year has been an exciting time for the WHSA.  A hugely successful inaugural online show, large 
numbers of new horse registrations and memberships and new society initiatives starting to take action augur 
well for an even greater year to come. 

I encourage you all to participate in WHSA activities, offer your expertise and submit ideas as to how to pro-
mote our Waler. For our society to prosper we need to continue to increase our membership, expand breed-
ing and registration of new stock and make Australia and the world aware of our unique equines. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas and looking forward to hearing from you in the new year. 

 

Regards, 
Lucy Henderson 

WHSA Treasurer 

 Committee Member Reports  
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Secretary's Report  
By Joanne Russell 
Following the close of the committee year, and the AGM (minutes enclosed) there has been a slowed move-
ment in the WHSA correspondences, due to the incoming holiday season. 
 

New member kit inclusions have had to be restocked, and are only just now back to nearly stocked, with 
memberships from September through to current date nearly completed to be posted- no, usually NMKs 
don't take months- they are sent within the first fortnight of a member joining, however the rush of member-
ships early in the year severely depleted stock, some went missing with the flooding across the country, then 
had to be recompiled and sent, and now we're catching up with the last batches of memberships and they will 
go out through the week. 
 

The news for the new year is, though another ONLINE SHOW set for entries closing date of March 31- so if 
you wish to enter, make sure your horse is registered!! 
 

Poor SBK was completely blindsided with a multitude of applications last year and it made for a very diffi-
cult coordination of entries, classifications, videos, filing and emailing for the administrative staff, and we 
would like to streamline the show process SEPARATE from the rego process- remember, sending videos via 
email, google drive, drop box, whatsapp or messenger are all far easier than awaiting a physical classifier to 
be able to make it to your location- assuming you aren't in an isolated area!   Good quality vids (phone cam-
era are good these days) with plenty of activity for the horse (think, round pen or lunging, walk, trot, canter 
both directions) and if your horse is ridden, it doesn't hurt to include a bit of that too!  Sending through the 
above digital channels is fast, and then we aren't reliant in the increasingly unreliable Australia Post, with 
flash drives etc. 
 

As a breeder myself, I find the easiest thing for me to do, is open a Google file, add foal pics, ridden video, 
working video, ground video, etc etc- I do this from birth, and in that file I include the paperwork/completed 
forms, the payment for rego/recording, and I keep dropping video and pictures in. 
I then share that to the studbook keeper when it comes time to record or register that horse- giving plenty of 
footage and info l for classifiers across the country to work from.   Often, those files also include any veteri-
nary work, issues, genetic/DNA testing reports etc.   It's a good way to maintain a good filing system for 
your horse AND make the registration and classification process more fluid. 
 

Going into the new year, the admin side of the society welcomes Alicia Quaife (of Stonefield Walers in WA) 
as our Assistant Secretary, for whom I am extremely grateful for her input and ability with socials an posting. 
The SBK, Donna Whish-Wilson who has the prefixed stud Cherrabun in NSW, is an excellent person for the 
job, but in her new role as Vice-president, is an extremely long-term member of the society and a level head 
for the executive committee- as are Lucy Henderson, our returning Treasurer and stud principal of Bemeh 
Walers, and Grantley Chaplin, returning President, whose history of Talara Walers with his wife Velda 
Chaplin, has a long list of top progeny. Both have been members for years or since inception. We welcome 
back to committee, Jason Hunter, whose family and stud, Rosehaven Walers in Victoria, have made an ex-
cellent impact on the horses and the society since joining, and as Jason is no stranger to committee, having 
served as President in the past, his experience is welcomed.   A big welcome to our 2 new members of com-
mittee; Teresa Tidball, a 2x time Waler owner, competitor, current HPA scorer, and registered accountant is 
a great addition to the team, as is Tina-Marie Bethel, of Tapulani Walers in WA. Tina-Marie has experience 
breeding more than just Walers, and her equine experience will be appreciated, and I look forward to seeing 
what skills she's hiding, coming into the new online show season!! 
 

WA have exploded with their membership regos and horse ownership, making them the fastest growing state 
in our studbook! 
 

I hope for you all out there, you have an excellent 2023, as we wave goodbye to 2022, and move into the 
new year: I hope it brings many blessings and bright outlook for the WHSA. 
 

All the Best 
 

Joanne Russell 
WHSA secretary 

 Committee Member Reports  
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Studbook Keeper’s Report  
By Donna Whish-Wilson 
 
STUDBOOK KEEPER’S REPORT – AGM 19/11/22 

 

2022 has been an excellent year for horse and foal registrations.  This has been in part due to the very suc-
cessful online show held earlier in the year, and also in part due to the acknowledgement and acceptance of 
horses from Waler Heart Stud and the Todd River Downs.  It is also exciting to now have Heritage Stock 
Horses eligible to apply for registration under the same conditions as foundation horses, and the WHSA has 
already had applications from a few HSH horses. 
 

Over the past year to date, the WHSA has registered or foal recorded 46 horses : 
 

Grassbrook Ossar Pirro   W1076 

Grassbrook Tai Lyman   W1075 

Topulani Echos of Egypt   F1144 

Providence Zoysia    W1087 

Stonefield Ada Vale    F1145 

Stonefield Dirranbandi Dandy  F1147 

Stonefield Peaches and Cream  F1146 

Pinnacle Calypso Silver Rose   W1061 

Tillegra Ally     F1149 

Tillegra Bec     F1150 

Newhaven Helaman    WF1151 

Waler Heart Prince II    W1152 

Waler Heart Caleb    WF1153 

Clayton Capulet    WF0904 

Clayton Dyeri     F1155 

Sandakan     F0738 

Willow Wild Fire    W1137 

Clayton Souvenir    WX1072 

Pinnacle Sweet Silver Belle   W1154 

Clayton Jericho    WF1148 

Providence Archer    W0964 

Waler Heart Flame    WF1172 

Waler Heart Bonnie    WF1170 

Waler Heart Moana    WF1175 

Waler Heart Sweet Joy   WF1181 

Grassbrook Totini    F1160 

Grassbrook Theodric    F1165 

Pinnacle Silver Morning Mist   WX1029 

Waler Heart Naya    WF1187 

Waler Heart Jilly    WF1177 

Waler Heart Go Go Machine   WF1185 

Waler Heart Emily    W1193 

Waler Heart Cloud    WF1183 

Waler Heart Red Dust    WF1180 

Pinnacle Calico Kat    W1118 

TRD Topsy     WF1197 

TRD Hale     WF1198 

TRD Tommy     WF1199 

TRD Pinjee     WF1200 

 

 

 

 Committee Member Reports  
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CONTINUED 
Studbook Keeper’s Report  
By Donna Whish-Wilson 
 

Classic Faith     WF1168 

TRD Bess     WF1169 

TRD Indi     WF1204 

Redgum Flanders    F1203 

Blue Jasper     WX1201 

Cooinda Orana Good Onya Augathella Fella W1040 

Clayton Taz     WF1205 

 

TOTAL REGISTERED/FOAL RECORDED FOR THE YEAR TO DATE:  46 HORSES  

 

 

 

 

There are also a 19 horses whose registration is pending.  The majority of these owners have not yet submit-
ted the video for classification, so registration is on hold: 
  

Willing Noble Reveille  Jannette Wilson 

Clayton Tammy   Brad Cam 

Clayton Kelli    Alicia Quaife 

Warratah Molasses   Matthew O’Doherty 

Brook Lodge Ruby   Karen O’Doherty 

Iron Bark Miss Money Penny  Rochelle Osborne 

Clayton Sargent Major  Karen Amies 

Mount Weld Knight King  Fran Rogers 

Newhaven Desert Lass  Fran Rogers 

Pinnacle Asta    Kacee Murray 

Rosehaven Sunkist   Candice Ford 

Mount Weld Nutmeg   Elizabeth Owen 

Pinnacle Sunrise Surprise  Kylie James 

Wedgetail Asher   Sharon Smith 

Clayton Namakeen Kairemal  Tia Missen 

Forever Everlasting   Sienna Thomason 

Coleslea Hoya    Hoya Pastoral Pship 

Glen Lea Rivoli Latte   Hoya Pastoral Pship 

Akubra    Wolfgang Konrad 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all members the very best for Christmas and the New Year 
 

Donna Whish-Wilson 

WHSA Vice President  
WHSA Studbook Keeper 

 

 

 

 

 

--------o0o-------- 

 

 

 Committee Member Reports  
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2023 Increase in Registration Fees 
 

There will be an increase in Registration Fees for all horses and foals, which will commence 1st July 
2023.  The Registration fees will now subsidise the cost of DNA testing of all horses.  
  

A DNA profile is a unique form of genetic identification for your horse.  It is an indisputable ID for your 
horse that can be used to identify it with 100% accuracy should the need arise. A real guarantee of pedigree 
can only be scientifically accurate if the pedigree can be genetically proven.  In the past, pedigree was manu-
ally recorded, based on close observation.  However, these traditional methods of recording ancestry and 
pedigree leave room for many errors.  Parentage DNA testing is most accurate in cases where the dam, foal, 
and sire are analysed.  For a horse parentage test, DNA samples are required from the Sire, the Dam, and the 
Foal.  This is an ongoing project to build up our data base, and it is well overdue. 
  

What sample do I need to provide? 

Horse DNA tests are carried out using cells from the roots of a hair sample (roughly 20-30 hairs). 
The horse hairs need to be collected by plucking not by cutting. Plucking provides the hair and the 
root.  DNA is only found in the root and thus, the root is what is needed for DNA analysis.  Cut hairs contain 
no DNA and cannot be tested. 
A DNA profile is NOT a horse breed test and will NOT provide information about the genetic breeds in your 
horse. 
For a horse, the DNA can be taken from the mane and for a foal it can be taken from the tail where the root 
bulbs are bigger. 
The sample should then be placed into an ordinary paper envelope and sent in with application to register 
documents. 
  

NEW FEES WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 
  

Stallions & Mares                    $150.00 

Geldings                                  $100.00 

Foal Recording                        $65.00 

 

Donna Whish-Wilson 

WHSA Vice President  
WHSA Studbook Keeper 

 

 

 

 

 

--------o0o-------- 

 

 

 Registration Fees  
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21/11/05 – 08/01/23 

 

 

VALE: Talara Jamieson (W0382) 

Talara Jamieson (W0382) at Kingston Show,  
winning Reserve Champion 

Talara Jamieson (W0382)  at Kingston Show (Right),   
With Jason Hunter and Talara Alpha Sunray (Left) 

Talara Jamieson (W0382) at Kingston Show (Left), 
Light Horse Display 

I have a thing about Warhorses….. 
Alexander the Great had Bucephalus, Napoleon had 
Marengo, Chief Sitting Bull had Comanche 

And I had Jamiesun. 
 

My obsession with warhorses began in 2007 when  
I read the book ‘Warhorse’ by Michael Morpugo.  
As it did for many others, this book (and the  
subsequent stage show and movie) captivated me  
with its story of a boy and his horse surviving the  
horrors of World War One (WW1). It resonated  
strongly with me and stayed with me long after I 
had turned the last page. 
 

Coincidentally, my obsession coincided with a move 
to the county and my first opportunity to purchase a 
horse. I began researching warhorses, and- in partic-
ular- the horses of the Australian Light Horse in 
WW1… the fabled and much lauded Waler. But, 
where were they? Had they been lost to the Australi-
an Stockhorse? Finally, my Googling bore fruit and 
I contacted the Waler Horse Society. They were able 
to give me all the information about a Waler I could 
possibly want, and- most importantly by now- ad-
vised me how I could purchase one. Grantley and 
Velda Chaplin spent 6 months answering my idiotic 
questions and kindly provided me with photos of my 
chosen horse whilst I waited for my property to be-
come available. 
 

Finally, in August 2009, 2-year-old Talara  
Jamiesun (W0382) arrived at my property. He very 
quickly made his presence known around the place 
and in my heart. I am a very nervous rider but after a 
shaky start Jamiesun and I began to build a strong 
relationship. Walers do form a close bond with their 
riders/handlers and Jamiesun has proven that. In one 
notable incident when I was leading him, he 
spooked at a puddle of water. Realising he was go-
ing to crush me; he twisted mid air and instead 
crashed into a tree. Bystanders marvelled at his ef-
forts to not hurt me. It took us both a while to find 
out what we wanted to do with ourselves and we 
have attempted western pleasure, trail riding, team 
penning, dressage, natural horsemanship, re-

enactment and jumping. We never really settled on 
anything special, but we had a lot of fun trying dif-
ferent things. I was also happy just to hang out with 
him in the paddock, he was always affectionate and 
loved bum scratches. 
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21/11/05 – 08/01/23 

 

 

VALE: Talara Jamieson (W0382) 

Talara Jamieson (W0382)  - Skill at Arms Training 

Where Jamiesun really shone was at promoting the 
Waler, we may not have been brave or flashy under 
saddle…. but the big cuddly goofball endeared him-
self to people with his antics. While all the other 
horses looked sophisticated, he would be snuffling 
for titbits and licking hands. One year he let Ella 
Hunter paint his hooves sparkly purple and pink! 
For 10 years, he was a feature at every Equitana….. 
flying the banner for the breed. The two of us ap-
peared in promotional advertisements for Equitana 
and Centenary of ANZAC Day events, made the lo-
cal papers, were written about in newspaper articles 
and even posed for Louis Laumen (who sculpted the 
Boer War Memorial in Canberra). For many, he was 
the first Waler they ever met. 
 

 

I had expected many, many years with Jamiesun, but 
sadly at 15 he was diagnosed with low ringbone. He 
was retired from riding and began treatment. We 
tried 4Cyte, then Pentosan, then steroid injections, 
then chemical fusion – but he did not respond to 
treatment. After 18 months sadly we could not even 
keep him paddock sound. So, on the 08/01/23 he 
was peacefully put to sleep, in his paddock, with his 
friends and sister Talara alpha Sunray (W0637) 
nearby. He is now free from pain. 
 

 

Some horses are irreplaceable, and that was Ja-
miesun, he had enough personality for three horses 
and not a mean bone in his (chunky) body.  
I don’t think I will ever not miss him. 

Far Left:    Hussar training 

Left:           Equitana 

Above:       Geelong Festival of Lights  

Talara Jamieson (W0382) at Equitana 
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Jason Hunter of Rosehaven Walers  

Nov 9th - 13th  2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having every confidence in Rick, I wanted to make sure we pre-
sented the very best possible example of a Waler Horse at the larg-
est horse event in Australia. With an anticipated 30,000 people 
attending over the four days of exhibition, education, competition 
and of course for the Equine related shopping, I didn’t want to stuff up! 
 

We loaded up everything on the Wednesday and headed off on the 2 hour trip to the Royal Melbourne Showgrounds, 
the home of Equitana, a biennial horse event. Of course, this time was extra special as it has been four years since the 
last Equitana due to the pandemic. 
 

This day turned out to be the first hot day we had had in Victoria in 6 months. A great start for us. For those who have-
n’t been to an Equitana at the Royal Melbourne Showgrounds, the Metro Train service have a train station in operation 
at the Showgrounds for the duration of big events at the Showgrounds such as this, so you can get on from your hotel in 
the city straight to the venue! It is excellent. We always stay somewhere nice in the city and leave the car and float at 
the Showgrounds. This means at the end of each busy day we are there, we can enjoy some refreshment and the night 
show before hopping on the train back to the hotel with a train load of horse-loving people.  We love the atmosphere! 
 

Anyway, I digress! On arrival on the Wednesday, we found our allocated stable, unloaded Rick and all the gear. Being a 
stallion we were allocated a stable on the end of a row which had a red screen around the top half of the panels. I don’t 
think Rick was very impressed with this isolation and special treatment. 

As we were going to be a part of the Saturday night show, we were stabled with Guy McLean, Warwick SCHILLER, 
Dan Steers, Ken Faulkner, Bruce O’Dell, Phil Webb and many other presenters. Rick caught the eye of most of them 
and they commented on his confirmation and temperament. Guy McLean was especially interested and we chatted regu-
larly over the five days that we were there. 

We had a rehearsal on Wednesday afternoon, which was Rick’s first look at such a huge indoor stadium with lights, big 
sound, huge TV screens and seating for five thousand people. Without sounding biased, Rick handled the pressure bet-
ter than most other horses there.   

After bedding Rick down for the night, I was introduced to my first Uber ride (thanks to Ella for getting the App on my 
phone and setting me up,) and we met up with Rhonda at our hotel in the city. We then went for a walk and found a 
trendy laneway café nearby and ate outdoors on that balmy night.  It was lovely and we were excited for what was to 
come! 

SPECIAL FEATURE: Equitana Melbourne 

Our Equitana this year started with a phone call in late Sep-
tember asking if we would present a Waler Horse and rider to 
take part in the Saturday night, “Mane Event”. This was a fea-
ture on how the horse in general evolved in Australia with 
renowned Australian horse people also involved. 
 

With only five weeks to prepare and shocking weather, the 
journey started.  We decided to take our stallion, Clayton Eu-
reka Gold (WF0867), who we affectionately call, Rick.  He 
was in light/casual work, but not regular.  Dodging heavy 
rain, mud and floods and some extremely cold temperatures, I 
got some regular riding going.  In the last few weeks a friend 
in a town nearby to where we lived, offered her undercover 
arena that I could use.  This meant no more riding in the rain!  
Instead I would get home from work, load Rick on the float 
and travel the 15 minutes, unload, saddle and ride in relative 
comfort then, back on the float, home and feed.  So much bet-
ter! 

Clayton Eureka Gold (WF0867) ridden by Jason Hunter 
of Rosehaven Walers 
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Jason Hunter of Rosehaven Walers    Tyers, Victoria, 3844 

Nov 9th - 13th  2022 

 

Thursday was a quiet day for us. Ella rode Rick in the morning and again in the afternoon. Being the opening day of 
Equitana, the girls went hard on the shopping! We had no official duties with Rick this day, so we could have a good 
look around and catch up with people who we knew and even those who we didn’t, some who approached us having 
remembered us from previous years in the Breed Village with our Walers.  

On Friday, I had a couple of short rides on Rick during the day to loosen him up and further acclimatise him and had to 
wait till 9pm to attend a full rehearsal. The girls had gone back to the hotel by then. This rehearsal went until 1:30am.  
Rick again, was a star and took everything in his stride, with even more atmosphere and pressure. After bedding Rick 
down, it was my turn to order an Uber as the train service had finished before midnight.   

I hopped in the back seat with my bag and popped my newish “good” Akubra hat on the seat. I was driven to the hotel 
in the city and by this time is was about 2am so I was keen to have a shower and get into bed for a short few hours, not 
realising that I had left my Akubra In The Uber!   

As soon as I was dressed and ready to walk out the door the next morning, I realised where my Akubra was; in the flip-
ping Uber! I tried everything throughout the day to contact the driver, but had no success, sadly. So, if you see a young-
ish Indian man wearing a wide brimmed, dark brown, Akubra hat, it’s probably mine. This became a bit of a laugh! The 
Akubra in the Uber! 

During Saturday afternoon we gave Rick a final wash before the “Mane Event”. I saddled up in the evening, changed 
into my “good gear” minus my “good hat” and mounted up. 

Rick and I entered the arena to a whole new environment, with the added pressure of 5000 people, all the lights and all 
the noise at its loudest. The noise was unbelievable and I couldn’t hear anything that was prepared for them to read out.  
Never mind, Rick never put a hoof wrong and went around like he had done it all before. When we left the arena we 
stood just off the side of the stage and watched the rest of the show, waiting for the finale. Everyone participating, was 
then called back into the arena at once to parade in front of the crowd. This was even louder than before with the crowd 
clapping and cheering and horses were everywhere! Hectic!  Rick went around just like before; faultless. 

Over the years I have been riding, I have never experienced such a huge, high pressure event and am amazed at Rick’s 
ability to remain rock solid and I have complete trust in him, as he must have in me. We left the arena riding around the 
hand-rail with hundreds of spectators hanging over the rail for a high-five from me, which was a real buzz!   

Sunday was a day off for Rick, so just a few walks around the stable complex in between more shopping and looking at 
the goings-on until about midday, when we declared it was time to go. We loaded up everything and travelled home. 

Clayton Eureka Gold (WF0867) ridden by Jason Hunter  
of Rosehaven Walers 

SPECIAL FEATURE: Equitana Melbourne 

On reflection, I would have liked more time to dis-
play more of Rick’s ability. I asked if I could ride 
him in a blindfold with a tarp in his tail, as I have 
done in other demonstrations, however the event 
organisers shuddered at this, thinking the other par-
ticipant’s horses would have a problem with it, and I 
was not allowed. All in all, it was a fantastic 5 days 
away in Horsey-Heaven. It was lucky we had a ute 
and horse float to carry all the shopping in that the 
girls had bought! 

Rick’s performance, I believe, demonstrates the true 
temperament and ability of our wonderful Waler 
Horse. He’s cool under pressure and the attitude and 
trust in his rider is amazing and drew the eye and 
comments of many Australia’s top horse men and 
women. This, I am extremely proud of. None of this 
could have happened without the help and support of 
Rhonda, Ella and Niesha at the event and son, Angus 
at home to take care of everything while we were 
away. Also to our wonderful Waler Horse Society of 
Australia for giving us a platform to expose this truly 
amazing breed of horse to the world.   
Thank you all. 
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26th March 2023      Enquiries: nswstatewalerchamps@gmail.com 

 

Start time 9am 

Closing Date: 19th March 2023 

Venue: Young Pony Club Grounds 

Ribbons to 3rd place and Prizes 

Led and Ridden Classes 

Led and Handler Classes for All Ages – Part and Full Waler 
Youngstock and Senior Waler classes 

Rider, Hack, Light Horse and Sporting Classes for All Ages 

Official Photographer: Rivendell Photography 

 

 

Location: Young Pony Club Grounds, Young Showgrounds Boorowa Road, 
Young NSW 

 

WARM UP 

This year we are fortunate to be able to hire the indoor arena for familiariza-
tion on Saturday afternoon between 2pm and 4pm. The cost is $30 per horse 
payable with the entry fees. 
Warm up on Sunday can be in the outdoor arena or the grass area 

 

 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  
NSW State Waler Championships Show 
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VIC Waler Update  
Submitted by Jacinta Watts 

 

 

Hi all Waler enthusiasts. 
 

It has been relatively quiet from the Victorian members this 
month.  If there are any members who need to contact me 
please email me on: 
 

  vicmemberswalers@gmail.com 

 

 

Some exciting news though from myself and my partner, Michael! We have recently purchased a 50 acre 
property located on the outskirts of Wangaratta, VIC. We will be setting up our own Waler breeding program, 
to keep these beautiful horses' heritage a part of our history. 
 

 

We will be launching a website soon and also be taking expressions of interest for agistment, spelling, foaling 
down, nutritional and health care advice, lessons and clinics! Social media will be up soon.  
 

Our website is www.buffaloviewfarm.com  
Our email is buffaloviewfarm2023@gmail.com 

 

 

Alongside this, we will be growing vegetable fruit and livestock for commercial sale., including handmade 
products from our locally grown produce. 
Oh yes and FIREWOOD! 
 

If anyone is interested in more information, please contact  
me on vicmemberswalers@gmail.com 

 

The photos show our wonderful farm, and we will be adding 
more and more infrastructure as we can. 
 

 

Kind Regards 

Jacinta Watts 

Victorian Co-Ordinator 
 

 

 

 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 



 

16                                                                                                                   WHSA Newsletter 34(6) November - December 2022 

WA Waler Update  
Submitted by Michelle Priestley 

 

Once again the year has flown by and we and wrapping up work 
commitments and struggling to get organised for Christmas. I look 
forward to seeing more Walers out next season providing more con-
tent for the newsletter. Until then Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. See you all in 2023. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 

Hannah and Harper on Clayton Auric (Part 
Waler) 

Hannah on Clayton Auric and Alicia on Clayton Lily 
(WX1135). images are by Amelia Bridgehouse 

Rekha Devagnanam on Clayton Karisma (Kaz) (WF1134) 
and Hannah Mantle on Clayton Olivia on their endurance 

Clayton Special Edition (F0692). Growing 
up nicely now 3.  

Having a desensitizing lesson with Meg Botha 
and the mower.  
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WA Waler Update  
Submitted by Michelle Priestley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 

  Miriam Connor starting her 
young horse Clayton Sovereign 

Pride (F1125) 
 

Clayton Barbarella arrived safely in WA. 
Now living with Astrid Stephen in 
Hopetoun.  

Clayton Oliver (WF0901) inspecting his Christmas holiday paddock as he settles in for 
well earned break.  

On the 23 Nov Stonefield 
Thunder Struck AKA Scottie 
was born. Clayton Aria by 
Clayton Something Special 
(WF0815). Unfortunately two 
days after being born he be-
come very sick and had to 
spend several days in Veteri-
nary Hospital in Bunbury. This 
was obviously a very stressful 
time for her owner Shane 
Downie. We are happy to hear 
that he is now much better and 
back home behaving like all 
foals should, running laps 
around his mum.  
 

Stonefield Thunder Struck - “Scottie” 
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WA Waler Update  
Submitted by Michelle Priestley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 

Oxford December Cross 
Country WA 

Rekha Devagnanam and Clayton Karisma (WF1134), Hannah Mantle on Clayton Olivia (WF0901) 
and Bridget Barwick and Clayton Souvenir (WX1072) 

Hannah and Clayton Oliver (WF0901)
waiting for their turn in the 60 cm 

section  

Rekha Devagnanam on Clayton Karisma (WF1134) 
doing their first round of Cross country. Finishing 

with only a few time faults  

Clayton Courageous Kelly (W0862) and Bridget 
Barwick  

Clayton Souvenir (WX1072) and 
Bridget Barwick  

Clayton Souvenir (WX1072) and Bridget Barwick 
placing 4th in the 60 cm  
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WA Waler Update  
Submitted by Michelle Priestley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 

Clayton Souvenir(WX1072), ridden by Michelle Priestley 

Clayton Courageous Kelly (W0862) being borrowed 
and ridden by Angela Cunningham.  

Clayton Souvenir (WX1072) hanging out at the beach with his Friesian Warmblood friend Percy.  

Adult rider Christmas 
wide up Rally.  
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19th November 2022 Minutes 

Submitted by Lucy Henderson and Tina Marie Bethel 
 

1. Opening and Welcome: The President opened the meeting at 2:00pm and welcomed all attendees. He also 
declared a quorum of Committee members (more than 50 per cent of the committee personally present) as 
well as at least five members of the Association personally present. Quorum confirmed 

 

2. Appointment of Minute takers: Tina Marie Bethel and Joanne Russell 
 

3. Present: 
Patron - Barrie Newman  
Committee members (7) - Grantley Chaplin, Joanne Russell, Donna Whish-Wilson, Lucy Henderson, Lloyd 
Mildren, Shannon Robertson, Alicia Quaife 

Members (9) - Velda Chaplin, Lucinda Hooper, Rhonda Hunter, Jason Hunter, Renee Earles, Tina Marie 
Bethel, Teresa Tidball, Shane Gould, Ellie Faulks. Lucinda Hooper, 
 

4. Apologies: Kristine Baker, Steven Baker, Leaha Wilcher, Chelsea McIntyre, Annabelle Olsson, Angela 
Tiede 

 

5. Minutes of 2021 AGM: 
 

Motion: That the Minutes distributed to the membership prior to the AGM be accepted as a true record. 
Moved: Barrie Newman 

Seconded: Lloyd Mildren 

Result: Carried 

 

6. Reports: (All reports presented at the end of the draft Minutes) 
¨ Patron report by Barrie Newman 

¨ President report by Grantley Chaplin 

¨ Acting Secretary report by Joanne Russell 
¨ Treasurer report by Lucy Henderson 

¨ Studbook Keeper report by Donna Whish-Wilson 

 

Motion: That all Reports be accepted and published in the AGM Report in the next WHSA Newsletter. 
Moved:  Lucy Henderson 

Seconded: Donna Whish-Wilson 

Result: Carried 

 

7. Nomination of Chairperson to Conduct Election of New Committee: Grantley Chaplin, the retiring Presi-
dent stepped down from the Chair of the meeting and Barrie Newman was nominated unopposed to Chair the 
2022-2023 Committee election 

 

8. Election of Assistant Secretary: 
The question: Is an Assistant Secretary required in the new Committee?  
Discussion: The meeting was advised that the workload for the WHSA Secretariat had increased significantly 
and that along with the incumbent’s domestic and stud commitments made it desirable for an Assistant Secre-
tary be appointed to share the workload. 
 

Motion: That an Assistant Secretary be elected to the accepted and published in the AGM Report in the next 
WHSA Newsletter. 
Moved:  Lucy Henderson 

Seconded: Joanne Russell 
Result: Carried unanimously 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting (Zoom) 
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CONTINUED - 19th November 2022 Minutes 

Submitted by Lucy Henderson and Tina Marie Bethel 
 

9. Determine the number of Ordinary Committee Members  
Discussion: With an Executive Committee of five members, the Constitution specified that either three (3) or 
five (5) members be elected as Ordinary Committee Members. 
 

Motion: That three (3) Ordinary Committee Members be elected to the 2022-2023 Committee 

Moved: Donna Whish-Wilson 

Seconded: Joanne Russell 
Result: Carried 

 

 

10. Nomination of Chairperson to Conduct Election of the New Committee 

Grantley Chaplin, the retiring president stepped down from the Chair and Barrie Newman was nominated un-
opposed to chair the 2021-2022 Committee election 

 

11. Election of 2022-2023 WHSA Committee office bearers 

  The Chairman advised receipt of the following nominations. They were: 
  
¨ President    Grantley Chaplin   
¨ Vice President     Donna Whish-Wilson 

¨ Secretary      Joanne Russell 
¨ Assistant Secretary    Alicia Quaife 

¨ Treasurer    Lucy Henderson  
¨ Ordinary Committee Member   Jason Hunter  
¨ Ordinary Committee Member Tina Marie Bethel  
¨ Ordinary Committee Member  Teresa Tidball 
   

These members listed above were declared duly elected to the 2022-2023 WHSA Committee. 
  

12. Annual Statement: 
The Annual Statement for 2021-2022 was presented by Lucy Henderson summarised as follows: 
Income up by 300% from last year due to new memberships in part driven by the online show   
Merchandise purchases went up to refill stock 

 Income $15,065.70 

Expenses $10,492.16 

Net profit (loss) $4,573.54 

Funds as at 31/5/2022 $21,743.65 

 

Discussion: This tabled information will be published in the Draft AGM Minutes in the next WHSA Newslet-
ter. 
 

Motion: That the 2021-2022 Annual Statement presented be accepted as true and correct 
Moved: Barrie Newman 

Seconded: Joanne Russell 
Result: Carried unanimously 

 

  

Meeting closed at 2:20pm EST 

 

 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting (Zoom) 
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CONTINUED - 19th November 2022 Minutes 

Submitted by Barrie M Newman  and Lucy Henderson 

 

 

Patron’s Report 
 

I am pleased to see that the Society is continuing to maintain the many activities and functions to grow and 
develop the Waler Horse Society for the benefit of its members and potential members despite the COVID 
restrictions imposed on us all over the past three years. 
 

Congratulations to our President and all the Committee for all that you are doing for our Society. 
 

During the past year I have had the privilege of joining a number of Committee meetings by Zoom and I rec-
ommend that all members take the opportunities to attend our general meetings when ZOOM is available to 
them. 
 

I have also been able to present an in-depth paper on suggested development plans/projects for the Society 
and am pleased to note that these are being carefully considered by the Committee. 
 

It was a privilege for me to attend at Government House in Adelaide to submit our condolences to the Royal 
Family on the recent death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and to acknowledge our support for King 
Charles III. 
 

Our Newsletters provide a wonderful snapshot of WHSA activities around Australia and our email mailings 
of this important tool should be widened to include all past members and all of us should be on the lookout to 
on-send the newsletters to our own families, friends and other known horse-lovers to broaden its readership 
and coverage.  
 

I look forward to meeting with you and talking to you on Zoom at our forthcoming AGM. 
 

Warmest regards to you all.    
 

CAPT Barrie M Newman RFD, ED (Retd) 
Patron WHSA 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

The WHSA depends on horse registration and membership for its income; this does not vary much over the 
years and does not allow funding for any great initiatives. To make certain the Waler will survive into the fu-
ture it is imperative more effort is put into promoting the Waler breed, we must find other avenues to help fi-
nance the WHSA this could via grants and philanthropic donations. 
 

Horse registration income has increased by 200% from the last financial year. Although profit from the 
WHSA online National Show is small it was a huge success in that the increase in horse registrations and 
membership is largely due to the show. 
 

Merchandise expenses increased this year due to the need to replenish diminishing stock. All other expenses 
are basically similar to that of last year. 
 

I ask all members to think of funding ideas and ways to promote the Waler breed. It is up to all of us to be in-
volved with our Society and ensure its growth into the future. 
 

Lucy Henderson 

 

 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting (Zoom) 
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CONTINUED - 19th November 2022 Minutes 

Submitted by Lucy Henderson  
Treasurers Report continued 

 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting (Zoom) 
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CONTINUED - 19th November 2022 Minutes 

Submitted by Lucy Henderson  
Treasurers Report continued 

 

 

 

 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting (Zoom) 



 

25                                                                                                                   WHSA Newsletter 34(6) November - December 2022 

CONTINUED - 19th November 2022 Minutes 

Submitted by Lucy Henderson and Tina Marie Bethel 
 

President’s Report 
 

It has been a privilege to serve again as WHSA President this past year and especially to be accompanied by 
such an interactive group that made up this Committee. Over the past several months we have been focussing 
on plans for the future that are needed for the continued development and sustainability of our iconic Waler 
horse. Many of these issues require money in excess of society funds and so we have been looking at external 
funding options which will be passed on to the incoming Committee to progress.  
 

We have been fortunate to be able to appointed two enthusiastic new members as State Coordinators to two 
States that have been without representation for too long; these being Victoria and Tasmania. I hope that the 
members of both will engage actively with them. However, we still need members to nominate as Coordina-
tors for Queensland, the Northern Territory and South Australia. 
 

A few months ago I was delighted to be able to hand over the Newsletter Editor job to our young Committee 
Member, Shannon Robertson. And she has taken on the role with great enthusiasm. Well done Shannon and it 
would be remiss of me if I did not acknowledge the extraordinary Newsletter reports that are sent by our WA 
State Coordinator, Michelle Priestly. Please keep up the good work Michelle.  
 

I need to acknowledge the professional contributions to the society that have come from our very hard-

working Acting Secretary, Jo Russell; our very professional Treasurer, Lucy Henderson; our very efficient 
Studbook Keeper, Donna Whish-Wilson; and, our very productive and engaging Ordinary Committee Mem-
bers, Lloyd Mildren in NSW, Alicia Quaife in WA and Shannon Robertson also in NSW.  
 

I want to offer our best wishes to this year’s Secretary Annabelle Olsson who had to step back for much of the 
year due to health problems. I hear she will be moving to “new pastures” in 2023 and we will look forward to 
hearing more about that in due course.  
 

Lastly, I want to send my best wishes to all WHSA members and their Walers for the imminent Christmas 
tide and into the New Year. 
 

Regards 

Grantley Chaplin 

 

2022 WHSA Annual General Meeting (Zoom) 
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