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WHSA NEWSLETTER 

WHSA PATRON - Capt. Barrie M Newman RFD, ED (Retd)  
 

Volume 34 Edition 4                                                  __                                      July-August 2022  

About the Cover 

“the time will come when the arid plains and the burning hillsides of Central Australia, will produce a horse that will be fa-

mous all over the world, and perhaps surpass even the Arab of the desert."  

E.M. Curr, a chief inspector of stock in the colony of Victoria of the last century. 

The handsome Shy L’il Zeus (F1084), owned by Shannon Robertson, beginning his new riding career.  
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Contact Us 

To ensure your membership details are correct at all times, please forward any changes to the  
Secretary stating your name and/or contact details to mail@walerhorse.com  

or phone 0408 527 005 

POSITION NAME PHONE EMAIL 

President Grantley Chaplin  0419 678 125 grchaplin@gmail.com 

Vice President Donna Whish-Wilson   donnaww6@bigpond.com 

Treasurer Lucy Henderson 0402 278 126 lucyhendersonwhsa@gmail.com  

Secretary Annabelle Olsson  mail@walerhorse.com 

Assistant Secretary Joanne Russell 0408 527 005 mail@walerhorse.com 

Ordinary Committee Member Lloyd Mildren  lloydmildren@gmail.com 

Ordinary Committee Member Shannon Robertson 0421 700 678 shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com 

Ordinary Committee Member Alicia Quaife 0439 885 912 stonefieldwalers@gmx.com 

COMMITTEE APPOINTED POSITIONS – EOI WELCOME for all Positions for 2020-21 

Web Manager Sarah Playford 0405 770 633  nippadooley@live.com 

Studbook Keeper Donna Whish-Wilson  studbook@walerhorse.com 

Newsletter Editor Shannon Robertson 0421 700 678 shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com 

QLD State Coordinator EOI Welcome    

NSW State Coordinator Teresa Tidball 0430 406 874  sukieblur@hotmail.com 

VIC State Coordinator Jacinta Watts   

TAS State Coordinator Chelsea McIntyre  chelseamcintyre99@gmail.com 

SA State Coordinator EOI Welcome    

WA State Coordinator Michelle Priestly 0427 998 976  michelle.priestley@dpird.wa.gov.au 

NT State Coordinator EOI Welcome    

High Point Award Scorer Teresa Tidball 0430 406 874  sukieblur@hotmail.com 

Merchandise Officer Lucy Henderson 0402 278 126 lucyhendersonwhsa@gmail.com  

Email the committee: mail@walerhorse.com Website: www.walerhorse.com  
or post to:  

WHSA Secretary, PO Box 704 Tamworth NSW 2340. 

2022 WHSA Events Calendar 

Please contact your State Coordinator for more information.   

 

   
EVENT DATE STATE 

   

Please email any upcoming events in your state for Walers 

mailto:mail@walerhorse.com
mailto:shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com
mailto:shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com
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Newsletter Deadlines 

  ISSUE                                                                                    Submission of Copy Deadline:                                                                        

Vol 34(5) September - October 
2022 

October 31 2022 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Please keep the submission date in mind and ensure your submissions are sent to the News-
letter Editor at: 
shannon.robertson2001@gmail.com  
or  
mail@walerhorse.com as soon as you think of doing it.  Especially welcome are items 
about the following: 

 
 Walers for sale 

 Stallions at Stud for the 2022-23 breeding season 
 Personal Waler stories - what are you doing with your Waler 

 Showing results 
 New Foals 

Contact Us & Calendar 2 

Contents and Newsletter Deadlines 3 

Editorial Report 4 

High Point Award Competition 4 

Studbook Keepers Report 5 

Committee Member Reports 6-7 

Member Profile Update: Shane Gould Olympic Swimmer  
July 2022 

8-9 

State Reports - NT, NSW, WA 10-11 

Condolences: Queen Elizabeth II 12 

Waler Stallions 2022/21 13-21 

Membership Application Form 22 
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Editorial 
 

 

Hi all, This last couple months have been pretty quiet. But we have a big breeding season ahead of us. As 

well as the normal reports, I have included a 2022/23 Waler stallions section. As a society, the WHSA love 

to promote their WHSA registered stallions in any way we can. This year we have an excellent selection, so 

don’t be afraid to check them out. 

 

With upcoming Spring and foaling season don’t forget to send in some photos of any new foals born. I 

would love to showcase some of our foals for the next newsletter, we all love looking at Waler foals.  

 

Please feel free to contact me with Waler stories or experiences that you’d like to share in the newsletter. 

We all enjoy learning a bit about our Walers and the stories of our members. 

 

If any Walers are for sale, and registered with the WHSA, feel free to email me their info to include in the 

next newsletter. We are happy to advertise free of charge in our newsletter.  

 

Best wishes,  

Shannon Robertson 

 
  

Now that you’ve entered the online competition and are eagerly awaiting those results, have you thought 
about the annual High Points Competition? This competition runs for the calendar year, and you can enter 
any of four categories: 
 
1. Show Waler – For those that love the show ring. 
2. Performance Waler – For those showing exceptional talent in either English or Western disciplines.  Ex-
ample: Show Jumping 
3. Versatile Waler – For those that like to do a bit of everything. 
4. Regional Waler – For those in regional areas that may not have access to as many events as those closer 
to major cities. 
 
Grab your nomination form, pay your $10 entry fee, and keep track of your events on the score card to get 
in the running for a fantastic prize! Full rules and entry forms available on the website. 
 
Any questions, contact highpoint@walerhorse.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Point Award Competition! 
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The following horses have been registered for July/August 2022: 
  
Pinnacle Calico Kat              W1118                 QLD 
TRD Topsy                           WF1197               VIC 
TRD Hale                             WF1198               VIC 
TRD Tommy                        WF1199               VIC 
TRD Pinjee                           WF1200               VIC 
Classic Faith                         WF1168                VIC 
TRD Bess                              WF1169               VIC 
TRD Indi                               WF1204               VIC 
Redgum Flanders                   F1203                  QLD 
 
 
  
The following horses are “Registration Pending” – most are awaiting video classification.  Please send videos 
in ASAP, either by email or USB, so we can finalise these registrations: 
  
Willing Noble Reveille                     NT 
Clayton Tommy                                NSW 
Clayton Kelli                                     WA 
Warratah Molasses                            QLD 
Brook Lodge Ruby                            QLD 
Iron Bark Miss Moneypenny             NSW 
Clayton Sargent Major                      NSW 
Mount Weld Night King                    SA           
Mount Weld Desert Lass                   SA 
Rosehaven Sunkist                            VIC 
Mount Weld Nutmeg                        WA 
Pinnacle Sunrise Surprise                 QLD 
Wedgetail Asher                               VIC 
Clayton Namakeen Kairemal           NSW 
Blue Jasper                                       QLD 
Forever Everlasting                          TAS 
 
 
 
Anyone wishing to register or foal record a horse, please download the form from the website, and once com-
pleted, scan and email the form to:  mail@walerhorse.com.  This form should be accompanied by relevant fee 
and 4 photos of the horse, (one from each side, 1 front & 1 back), together with a video showing the move-
ment of the horse as per the video guidelines.  A screenshot of the form is not acceptable, as they are often too 
difficult to read.  Please contact me at studbook@walerhorse.com if you have any questions regarding regis-
tration.  

 

Donna Whish-Wilson 
WHSA Studbook Keeper 
WHSA Vice-President 

 

 
 
 

Studbook Keepers Report By Donna Whish-Wilson  
WHSA Vice-President 

mailto:mail@walerhorse.com
mailto:studbook@walerhorse.com
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President’s Report  
By Grantley Chaplin 
 
 The Committee continues to develop a major development proposal and ways to fund it albeit at a slower 
rate over the last period due to demands from high personal workloads and other business for the committee 
members. Our Patron Capt. Barrie Newman also continues to make positive contributions to the development 
proposal. It is hoped that there will be some concrete announcements ready for the next newsletter. 
 
Meanwhile, steady growth of the WHSA continues with new members and new horse registration applica-
tions.  
 
In another development, the Committee has researched Todd River Downs Station (TRD) and at its meeting 
in early July, determined that horses from there met the Society’s requirements for registration as Foundation 
Walers subject to the usual classification process. A member in Victoria has obtained a small number of 
TDR horses from the last lot to be acquired as well as some progeny born after captivity. They hopefully will 
be an important addition to our Waler genepool and future use in future breeding. 
 
At the Committee meeting in early August, the matter of Life Membership awards was raised. Subsequently, 
two long-standing WHSA members were awarded Life Membership and presented with Life Member Certif-
icates. They were: 
 
Yvonne and Geoff Coupland - member number 056 from the Providence Waler Stud in Murringo NSW. 
They have bred and registered 16 Walers including two outstanding stallions viz., Providence Bismark 
(W0274), Providence El'Arish (W0110). Also during their time, they have served in various official roles of 
the WHSA.  
 
Donna Whish-Wilson - member number 0058 from the Cherrabun Stud in Coramba NSW. Donna has bred 
and registered 11 Waler firstly when located in South Australia and later at Coramba. Donna has been a con-
tinuous member for over 30 years and is currently a Committee Member and also carries out the important 
and exacting role as Studbook Keeper.  
 
During the past period the WHSA was invited to join the recently formed Australasian Horse Breeders Fed-
eration (AHBF). The background to it was as follows: 
Ali Geeves earlier this year invited Australian and New Zealand Breed Organisations, and breeders, to a 
Zoom meeting to discuss and agree to the benefits of a united voice promoting breeding, performance, and 
value – whatever the discipline and level. 
 
We also agreed that our region has tremendous international potential if the equine Industry can be better 
seen and demonstrated in its size, vast variety, and success. 
From this meeting, we established The Australasian Horse Breeders Federation (AHBF) Working Group. 

The Group decided our objectives, as an equine industry led initiative, are to: 
• Bring a united voice from Australasian breed societies to key external stakeholders 
• Bridge the gap between equine breeding and performance for all Australasian horse activities 
• Continue to support and promote Australasian equine breeders to the region and beyond 
• Bring about meaningful change in the equine industry, and 
• Target the specific needs and challenges faced by Australasian equine breeders and societies 
. 

 
The Group also discussed, and have since drafted, a working constitution to formally establish the AHBF as 
a Not-for-Profit Organisation. 
 
The Committee was in favour of jointing this Federation. Joanne Russell made initial contact during the 
committee meeting and Grantley Chaplin was asked to follow up with an email confirming the WHSA inter-
est. More news on this hopefully in the next Newsletter. 
 
Grantley Chaplin 
WHSA President 

 Committee Member Reports  
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Treasurer’s Report  
By Lucy Henderson 
 
There has been little change in the finances over the past couple of 
months.   
 
June has come and gone, many of you will have Membership pay-
ments and renewals can be paid via direct transfer. 
Please reference your name and reason for payment. 
BSB 033 093  
Acc No: 950 443.  
 
Regards, 
Lucy Henderson 
WHSA Treasurer 
 
 

Merchandise  
By Lucy Henderson 
 
Christmas will soon be upon us so why not start thinking Waler? Make 
a Waler lover very, very happy by giving a gift branded with our won-
derful WHSA logo. There are heaps of great items from which to 
choose, all fantastic quality and good prices. 
 
For your lover of Walers how about a beautiful brass belt buckle, they certainly make a statement. We have 
polo tops, shirts, oilskin vests, ties, softshell jackets or vests and caps. For your Waler best friends we have 
cotton show rugs and halters with lead rope and even dog jackets made to order. To show that you are 
amongst the privileged few that own or just love Walers there are logo stickers of varying sizes, cloth badges 
to sew on your rugs or saddle cloth. We even have something to dress up your property, a magnificent metal 
sign in 3 different sizes that you can proudly hang at your front gate. There really is something for everyone. 
If you have an idea for merchandise send an email and we can see if we can help, anything is possible! 
 
Purchasing merchandise helps YOUR society by providing revenue but also helps in promoting YOUR Waler 
breed. By proudly wearing the WHSA logo great conversations are started, “what is that logo about?”, “what 
are Walers”? Remember, we all need to promote our breed. Start a conversation, support YOUR society and 
look fantastic in your Waler clobber. 
 
Go to the WHSA website and place your order. Some items are ordered 
on “as need basis” so allow for at least a couple of weeks for delivery. 

 

CONTINUED Committee Members Reports 



 

8                                                                                                                   WHSA Newsletter 34(4) July-August 2022 

Editor’s note: On from Newsletter Issue 33(5), the well-known former Olympic Swimmer Shane Gould 
joined the WHSA after purchasing the Waler mare Redgum Miracle aka Suki, W0831 (S. Talara Aranda Guan 
Wei W0184, D. Clayton Ebony WF0322) from Liz Hodges of Redgum Walers in May 2021. Suki was trans-
ported from Queensland to Tasmania with Tasmanian Horse Transport which she found to be a very good ser-
vice. Shane has provided the following update details and pictures for this issue of the Newsletter. 
 
 

****************** 
 
Suki has a new life now. She’s gone from being a jousting and therapy horse (amongst other skills) to be a 
friend and companion for me and my husband Milt. We are her ‘herd’. We have taken her swimming in the 
calm ocean, train her on the ground and I ride her in the bush.  It’s wonderful to have time with Covid travel 
limits, and varied bush beach and paddocks to share her with each other and enjoy her magnificence. I took 
her in the 2022 Anzac Day parade in Bicheno. I still have a military saddle and light horse uniform I wore 
with WA light horse troupe parades. I’ve been a keen horsewoman since I was 20 including owning a Kim-
berley WA Waler when I lived in Margaret River WA, bought from my neighbour veterinarian and WHSA 
classifier Sheila Greenwell. I haven’t had a horse in my life for 15 years so I needed a safe experienced horse 
to ride and own now I’m in my sixties.  
 
Liz Hodges kindly agreed to interview me and audition me with Suki before agreeing to sell her to me in May 

2021. Suki’s calm trusting nature and Liz’s excellent training and varied experiences she gave Suki, give me 

confidence and joy to own her now. When we walk her 4 km through Bicheno town from one paddock to an-

other, we stop for people to pet and admire her. She is becoming a local character in town and people are in-

terested in her as a Waler and petting horse at a cafe when we pause in transit for a coffee.  

 

She was unsure about waves and the big expanse of the ocean pond to start with, but by giving her time, she is 

calm enough about the water and sloshing waves, to swim with her when the conditions are right. I hold her 

mane or tail and surf with her, as she swims faster than me!  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Member Profile Update: Shane Gould Olympic Swimmer  
July 2022 
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CONTINUED: 
So already with one impressive Waler horse, I recently 
purchased a young Waler gelding named Bemeh Win-
dowie, F1098 (S: Providence Bismark W0274 D: Prov-
idence Murringo Mist W0835) from Lucy Henderson 
of the Bemeh Waler Stud in Tumbarumba NSW. 
 
Again, I went to see Windy at his home. I met Lucy for 
an ‘audition’ too, to see if I would be able to handle 
and develop him. Lucy could also check me out. I think 
meet the owner and owner to meet prospective buyers 
is something I would recommend in an exchange of 
ownership. 
 
Lucy showed good video of what Windowie could do 
on the for-sale page of WHSA. Seeing him have his 
feet picked up, being long reined and saddled showed  
me a lot about the handling he had and how he calmly  
accepted those basics. This made me take the next step to call Lucy then go and see him. 
 
Milt and I know that horses need a horse herd, no matter how much time the human can spend with the horse, 
they are happier with another one of their species. So that was the impetus for looking for another horse and it 
had to be a Waler! He is my husband’s first horse though we share them both. We are serious about the re-
sponsibility of horse ownership and want to give them a good, interesting life with fun challenges. For exam-
ple, Suki does ‘pole dancing’, 3 types – toe on a pole, step one foot over and back, and straddle the pole long 
ways. She is teaching my husband to ride too. She’s good at liberty and is a brave and responsive horse to po-
ny another horse from. Windy’s conformation might allow him to do some short 40km endurance rides when 
he is older. There’s some enthusiastic endurance riders nearby. Ian Leighton from Hobart is working with us 
to start him under saddle. 
Our Walers are both different medium Waler types. Suki 14.2hh is a heavier build than Windy, 16hh, is show-
ing promise in a few goes in harness, besides being a sturdy safe mount. I’m gathering pulling gear and she is 
calm with a collar and hames, dragging chains and a swingle tree as harrows. I’d like to have her pull logs, 
and maybe a light sled around the paddocks. I’m very mindful about safety, so I make sure I have a good 
emotional connection with the horse and be sure it is responsive and confident before putting something to 
them that can end up in a wreck. In 1992 and 1994 I was the WA state ploughing champion with a pair of 
horses and a single furrow plough. I had two helpers to teach me when I did that and help keep us safe.  
 
I follow Linda Parelli’s program ‘How to Talk Horse’ which has online learning and video and forums to get 
personal help. I find it excellent to understand horses’ behaviour and how to fix their problems by understand-
ing their psychology and motivations. I love training a horse to confidence and athleticism. The intelligent 
trainability of the Waler is a big appeal. 
I’m meeting more of the ‘underground’ community of horse lovers and owners in Bicheno and St Helens, 
most know about the Waler, but I’m able to share a bit more of their breed uniqueness to spread understanding 
and awareness.  
 
There’s so many ways of using a horse. Riding is something Im doing more of as I get my balance and coordi-
nation back again. Training them to be good, safe and responsive in the bush, at the beach, handling them dai-
ly and taking them for exercise walks down the road on foot is very rewarding and satisfying, as is the hang-
ing out at liberty in the paddock.  
 
I’m a proud Waler owner, especially of their heritage and tractable natures.  
 
 
Shane Gould Olympic swimmer 
Proud owner and supporter of Waler horses.  
 

Member Profile Update: Shane Gould Olympic Swimmer  
July 2022 
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WA Waler Update  
Submitted by Michelle Priestley 
 
 
My Waler Journey 
 
Walers entered my world in 2009. 
2022 we welcome our first foal, 
Stonefield WW Paringa from Prenti Downs Spokes and Clayton Something Special. 
 
There was a journey before 2009 which consisted of googling for an all-rounder horse that mums’ could ride, 
sure footed, low maintenance, sound mind and not cost the children’s education fund. I found the Waler. That 
opened up a whole new world of the proud Australian history of the Waler. 
 
Then there was a 12 year journey of children, running a trucking business, drought, drought, drought, bumper 
years, growth, employees, family; stuff that you think breaks you. 
But the sun comes up.  
 
In amongst all that you go through positive growth, maturity, feel good stuff, glass half full and the one days. 
When we get here, when we have this or that. 
Again the sun comes up. 
 
There are a hundred and one signs. There are a hundred and one excuses. 
It generally takes one person or one event to say something that you actually hear. Or that person is loud 
enough or persistent enough to make you stop. Stop. Listen and hear. 
 
That brings us to 2021, I hear my daughter’s words. I was on XC Jump Judge duty so took the opportunity to 
google for a WA Waler Stallion. An hour conversation later, I have met an amazing kindred spirit in Alicia 
Quaife of Stonefield Waler Stud. My first two mares are booked in 1st of August.  
 
Then the real journey begins and please see the humour in this. Soft porn of excited mares and Special being 
sent through messenger. Calendars with mounted dates and pauses and then more excitement. Vet scans. Re-
lief and disappointment. Eventually 3 girls baking away back at home. As time gets closer lots of boob and 
personal bit pics again sent back and forth via messenger. To a beautiful sunny morning with lots of birthing 
pics with the last pic of her first poo sent through messenger! I could go and make myself a cup of tea. 
31st July 2022 we welcome, Paringa. We have two more mares due Prenti Downs Acacia (WF9798 ) and PD 
Quiver (F0686 ). Our journey continues. 
 
No more one days. Just each day as it is.  
 
- Carmen Bairstow 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 
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WA Waler Update  
Submitted by Michelle Priestley 
 
 
Winter has not disappointed WA this year. It felt like it had rained for days on 
end. Horses have been suffering from the common foot abscess. A simple but 
sometimes very serious issue. Right when I thought I had made it too spring 
without incident my gelding suffered a terrible paddock accident. To this day 
it is unknown on what. The injury on his hind leg deep enough to expose the 
bone. Luckily no major tendon damage. After ten weeks of bi weekly vet vis-
its, overnight stays, bone scraps and prude flesh removal we are out of band-
ages and looking good. This has put a bit of a halt to the showing and riding 
for awhile but we are looking forward to summer and sunshine. I am pleased 
to say even although I do not have much to share for this addition Carman has 
sent in some exciting news 
 
- Michelle Priestley 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clayton Courageous Kelly (W0862) and Bridget Barwick competed in a pony club Hickstead early last month 
finishing third. Then a couple of weeks later Kelly posed with Bridget for her Year 12 ball photos. These rela-
tionships are very special.  
  
- Bridget Barwick 
 
 
 

STATE COORDINATOR REPORTS 
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Queen’s Condolence message:  

  

 
On behalf of the Waler Horse Society of Australia (Inc.), I am 
writing to convey the deepest and sincerest sympathy and con-
dolences from our Society and its members on the passing of our 
esteemed monarch Queen Elizabeth II; and to express our loyal-
ty and support to King Charles III on his accession to the 
throne. The Waler Horse Society of Australia has had an im-
portant association with HRH Prince Philip the Duke of Edin-
burgh and we look forward to continuing our links with the Roy-
al Household. 
 
 
Captain Barrie M Newman, RFD, ED. Patron.  
 
 

Condolences: Queen Elizabeth II 



 

13                                                                                                                   WHSA Newsletter 34(4) July-August 2022 

 
 

WHSA Stallions 2022/23 
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WHSA Stallions 2022/23 
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Bemeh Dalhousie (W1060) Medium bay Waler stallion, 16hh 

DOB 25/10/2015 
 
Dalhousie has an impeccable Waler pedigree having foundation Waler 
breeding influence from The Garden Station, Jinka Station, Cordillo Downs, 
and Clayton Station. This makes him a very important stud stallion for the 
continued development of the Waler breed. Great temperament and beautiful 
action.  2022 will be Dalhousie’s first breeding season. Frozen straws availa-
ble, collected and stored at Charles Sturt University Wagga Wagga NSW 
  
$770 incl GST 
 
Bemeh Waler Stud. Tumbarumba NSW, Lucy Henderson   
lrdhenderson@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 

 

WHSA Stallions 2022/23 

   SS Beeandah Cannon 
(W0003) 

  

  Sire Providence Bismark 
(W0274) 

    

    SD Keiola Burna 
(W0044) 

  

Bemeh Dalhousie 
(W1060) 

      

      DSS Clayton Gibber 

    DS Ong Bak 
(WF0377) 

  

      DSD Clayton Allure 

  Dam Bemeh Tirari 
(W0666) 

    

      DDS Providence El’Arish 
(W0110) 

    DD Talara Aranda 
Belah 
(W0355) 

  

      DDD Talara Aranda Lady 
(W0129) 

mailto:lrdhenderson@bigpond.com
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